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The Record of Free Negroes, Loudoun County, 1844-1861 

This book contains the registrations of Free Blacks in Loudoun from 1844 to the beginning of the Civil War.  

This book is the court records of all free blacks registered in Loudoun County up to the Civil War. Free Negro 

registrations, contain the name of the free person, sometimes the individual's age and a brief physical 

description.  It also includes a statement or affidavit based either on another person's knowledge or on other 

official documentary evidence seen by the certifier that this person was either born free or was emancipated. If 

born free, reference is sometimes made to parents. If emancipated, emancipating owner, place and date of 

emancipation, and prior registration as a free negro are usually mentioned.  

 

The Last Free Negro registered was #22181 recorded on March 12, 186.  The registration certified that Thomas 

Nickens age 24 with a scar on his left breast was free born.  

 
Record of Free Negroes 1844-1861 
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The Freedom Certificate of Joseph Trammel, 1852  
The following is Joseph Trammellôs Freedom Certificate entered by the court on May 10 1852 in the Record of Free 

Negroes 1841-1861:  

Dark complexion and 5 feet 7 inches tall with a small scar on the forehead and a scar on his left arm 6 or 8 inches above 

the wrist.  Proved to be free by the oath of Thomas S. Dorrell. 

The metal box that Joseph Trammell carried his Freedom Certificate in is currently on display at the Smithsonian National 

Museum of African American History and Culture. 

 

Record of Free Negroes 1844-1861, Page 139-140 
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Order to the Overseer of the Poor, June 20, 1866 

The county provided only limited relief for Loudounôs black and white poor after the Civil War.  In this 1866 

court order, the Overseer of the Poor was ordered to ñéprovide the support of Margaret Nugin and two 

children of the ages of five and two years, colored persons, the woman being ill and unable to work, and when 

the said woman has recovered he shall cause her to remove to the county of Fairfax, whence she migrated 

within the last twelve months.ò 

 

Minute Book 17, 1861-1866 Page 374 

 



 
 

Chancery Case, Nancy Bennett v. Admrs. Of John Hawling & Elizabeth Hawling, 1848-1866 

This chancery case is about a male slave Tapney, age 20, who was used as security on a 1846 loan.   The case 

remained active until it was dismissed in October 1866.  The end of slavery did not stop individuals or estates 

from trying to collect on the value of a former slave(s).  Slaves continued to be listed in a number of chancery 

cases into the early years of the 20th century.   

 

Chancery Records-1866-060 

 

 

 

 

 



1891-1963 Land Tax Books 

Beginning in 1891the Land Tax Books were divided by white and black land owners.  The segregation of Land 

Tax Books ended in 1963.  Land Tax Records included the following information: 

 

¶ Name of owner and residence  

¶ Estate (whether held in fee simple, for life, etc.) as well as number of acres and name of tract 

¶ Description of the land, as to water courses, mountains, and contiguous tracts 

¶ Distance and bearing from the courthouse 

¶ Value of the land per acre, including buildings, sum added to the land on account of buildings, and the 

total values of the land and buildings 

¶ Amount of tax on the whole tract at the legal rate and amount of tax for county purposes  

¶ Explanation of alterations during the preceding year, especially from whom transferred and when and 

how the owner derived the land.   

 

Land Tax Book 1891 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Deed from The Thos. Balch Library Inc. to Eppa L. McFarland, March 2, 1927  

Some individual deeds for property and covenants in Loudoun prior to civil rights, discriminated against 

African Americans and keep them from purchasing certain properties or living in subdivisions.  This above 

deed is an example forbidding the current and other future owner(s) of this property from selling it to African 

Americans. 

 

 ñThe conditions of this conveyance are that the grantees their heirs and assigns shall have and enjoy said 

property forever or until they or some subsequent owners thereof shall sell or convey the same, or permit the 

same to be occupied by, some person or persons, or association composed of such persons described under the 

statutes of Virginia as a negro, at which time title to said property shall revert to the grantor herein;éò 

 

Deed Book 9Z Page 18-19 

 

 

 

 


